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THE SUGARCANE DELPHACID (HOMOPTERA: DELPHACIDAE) EXTENDS ITS NORTH AMERICAN
After the initial discovery of the pest in Louisiana, the sugarcane producing parishes (counties) of Louisiana were sampled during November 1994 to determine sugarcane delphacid population densities and geographic distribution within the state. One to four fields were sampled per parish in each of 20 sugarcane producing parishes. These 20 parishes comprised about 159,296 ha of cultivated sugarcane. Fields of harvestable cane (about 3.8 m tall), uniformly spaced within each parish (about 8 km apart), were selected for survey. Visual counts of nymphs and adults were made on 4 sugarcane stalks at 10 sites about 3 m apart along one or two field edges. Additionally, one leaf (3-5 down from the whorl) was examined for oviposition.
The sugarcane delphacid was found in 22 of the 60 fields sampled and in 13 of the 20 parishes sampled. The sugarcane in these 13 parishes comprises 79% (about 125,821 ha) of the total sugarcane cultivated in Louisiana. Numbers of individuals (adults + nymphs) per locations ranged from 0 to 12. The highest density was 0.3 per stalk in a field in St. Mary Parish. When the sugarcane delphacid was initially found in Florida, densities ranged from 0.5 per stalk to 35.7 per stalk (Sosa 1985) . No oviposition was detected; oviposition was obviously occurring but apparently at such low levels that it was not detected.
Although the sugarcane delphacid was found in very low numbers, our survey detected an infestation gradient with the highest populations found in the coastal parishes and decreasing density in the inland parishes (Fig. 1 
